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The Conceptualization of the Body in Warring States
Bamboo Strips and Their Relevance for Canonical
Interpretation

PHAM Lee Moi

Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica

This study combines transmitted and excavated materials to clarify
the semantic field of the terms weiyi [0 0 and weiyi [0 0 . Tt explains the
complex overlap and divergences between the two terms, including phonetic
resemblance, graphic substitution, and lexical alternation. Within this semantic
field, the terms share a similar root meaning that describes the slow-paced but
elegant motion of a body, while also showing divergent meanings. For instance,
they also show an opposition of health and attractiveness versus sickness and
torpor; strong-willed arrogance versus obedience and compromise; or leisurely
confidence versus indecisive hesitation. This semantic field is founded on
the metaphorical relation between the human body and mountains and rivers,
while specifically representing three kinds of bodies: the whole physical body,
the heart-mind and inner nature, and the system of blood and qi circulation.
These are in turn correlated with the patterns of heaven and earth, to represent
a whole cultural system centering on conceptions of the body. Specifically,
this article examines three related terms in the Shanghai Museum bamboo
strip text “Rongchengshi” and the Tsinghua University bamboo strip texts

LRI

“Jin teng,” “Zhai gong,” and “Qi ye.” We not only provide some persuasive
interpretations of the meaning of these terms, but also excavate the conceptual
background behind them, with new significance for interpretation of canonical

texts and Warring States thought.

Keywords: Weiyi U U , weiyi (] [1 , Warring States bamboo strips, canonical

interpretation, canonical learning, concepts of mind and body

175

uonejeldisiu] [eolUOUR) J0) 8oUBASISY JiIBy] pue sdulg ooquieg seiels Bulliep ul Apog 8y jo uonezijenydsouo) eyl



