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An Etymological Discussion of the Character cai [
Based on Excavated Materials: with Remarks on the
Phrase “san cai” [0 O in the I Ching

CHI Hsiu-sheng

Department of Chinese Literature, Chinese Culture University

The stroke count of the character cai U is simple and easy, but its original
meaning, derived meanings, and loaning is extremely complicated. Because
its original meaning has not been properly understood, scholars have been
unable to accurately discuss its evolution and have missed the mark in defining
its meaning in texts. Now that we know cai [0 split off and evolved from yi
O (0O ), we are in a better position to evaluate its derived meanings, and to
reassess the abstruse phrase “san cai” U [J in the I Ching.

Keywords: Etymology, extend meanings, cai U , yi 0 (O ), “sancai” O U
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