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The Description of the Ten-month Long Pregnancy
in the “Tang zai Chimen,” and the Early Chinese
Worldview through Techniques and Numbers

ZHANG Hanmo

School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China

The text “Tang zai Chimen” U O U O (Tang in Chimen) from the
Tsinghua bamboo strips contains a description of a ten-month long pregnancy.
The content of this narrative is not difficult to understand, but specific
connotations and terminology used to describe the pregnancy remain obscure.
This article first examines and compares different descriptions of ten-month
long pregnancies in transmitted and newly discovered texts in order to figure
out how the description of “Tang zai Chimen” is related to the accounts of
pregnancy in other textual traditions. My reading of the text’s description
of a ten-month long pregnancy is aided by relevant, and even more detailed
information in the Taichan shu 0 [0 0 (Book of the Generation of the Fetus)
and “Shi wen” O 0 (Ten Questions), both of which were found in Mawangdui
Tomb Three in the 1970s. This article goes on to explain the formation of this
type of writings in the background of early Chinese thinking and writings on
techniques and numbers. From a scientific perspective, the descriptions of the
ten-month long pregnancy are not based on actual clinical practice. Instead, it
reflects an early Chinese attempt to comprehend, analyze, and put into order
the phenomenal world that otherwise appears to be in disarray.

Keywords: Tsinghua bamboo strips, “Tang zai Chimen,” Mawangdui silk
manuscripts, “Shi wen,” ten-month long pregnancy, techniques
and numbers
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