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A Study of Professor Jao Tsung-i’s Research on
Oracle Bones

Chen Minzhen
Chinese Culture Institute, Beijing Language and Culture University

Prof. Jao Tsung-i is an important scholar in the study of oracle bones. He
learned from the advantages of four masters in the field of oracle bones and
became another master after them. Prof. Jao paid attention to the collection
and sorting of basic materials. He collected overseas oracle bone materials
quite early and edited the 4 Concordance to Oracle Bone Inscriptions. His
masterpiece Oracle Bone Diviners of the Yin Dynasty, based on the clues
of oracle bone diviners, made a comprehensive research on the oracle
bones inscriptions with the names of the diviners, and paid attention to the
exploration of Yin ritual and the reconstruction of the history of the Yin Dynasty.
In terms of the methodology of the oracle bone script interpretation, Prof.
Jao devoted decades to collecting and studying this type of textual materials
and proposed the triple evidence method for the study of ancient history and

geography.

Keywords: Jao Tsung-i, the study of oracle bones, oracle bone diviners, triple
evidence method



