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From Class Classification to Class Quantification:
An exploration of a new paradigm of social class research technique

Jinghan SUN, Sheng LI

ABSTRACT

In the previous studies about social stratification and social mobility, researchers
always take the principal methods, such as the ISEI (International Socio-
economic Index) or the EGP classification framework, to measure social class.
However, the ISEI index mainly focuses on economic and educational factors,
and the EGP classification framework primarily classifies according to the
occupation--both are limited by the lack of consideration of other factors. Based
on the EGP classification framework, a new calculation method is proposed by
incorporating income and education factors into EGP classification framework.
To realize the transformation from class classification to class quantification
in the study of social class, the "class status score" is calculated. Illustrated by
the CGSS data, the proposed iterative method can calculate the proportion of
income and education in class classification, and the "class status score" is also
easier to reflect the social reality, compared to the traditional methods. The
method provides a solution for the long-standing problem of class quantification
and offers a new possibility for the future study of social class.
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