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The Inception and Pathway of the Sinicization of Social Security:
A Local Interpretation from the Sociology of Knowledge

Lin Mingang

ABSTRACT

The Sinicization of social security is a defining proposition of its era. In the
carly 1980s, the transition from the labor security system under a planned
economy to a social security system adapted to the socialist market economy
marked an unprecedented exploration. This paper examines the historical
trajectory of China's social security system and its introduction from the West
through the lens of sociology of knowledge. At both individual and collective
levels, peers represented by Mr. Zhu Chuanyi from the Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences adopted a problem-oriented approach, leveraging their
interdisciplinary backgrounds and rich social experience to establish the
long-term goal of "building a socialist social security system with Chinese
characteristics." At the national policy-making level, Chinese leaders adopted
a practice-oriented approach, embracing an open attitude to collaborate
externally by utilizing the "knowledge bank" to advance reforms in China's
social security system. Furthermore, through translating and introducing
foreign social security frameworks, conducting thematic research on social
security, and compiling educational materials, diverse approaches were
employed to facilitate the dissemination and localization of social security
knowledge in China, while simultaneously initiating a research posture of
"keeping the initiative". This paper proposes that, from the perspective of
knowledge forging, the problem-oriented and practice-driven approach,
coupled with the sinicization of social security as "keeping the initiative",

has adhered to the path of upholding fundamental principles and breaking
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new ground (shouzhengchuangxin), foreshadowing the iteration of a new
knowledge system.
KEY WORDS

Social Security; Sinicization; Zhu Chuanyi; World Bank; Sociology of
Knowledge
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