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29 Baxter-Sagart 35 iy HF HE#E R 0 2 I8 Baxter-Sagart, “Old Chinese Reconstruction,”
February 20, 2011, accessed March 10, 2019, https://www.bulgari-istoria-2010.com/booksBG/
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31 Axel Schuessler, ABC Etymological Dictionary of Old Chinese (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i
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http://www.ccamc.co/cjkv.php?cjkv="%E8%90%AS5.

33 RIBEAREFRH - M BIERRY THE L 2 TElS ) fRE 0 RER =B A LRRAES
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AE o LRI E TR ERY - 1 H > T2 FEFHIETE SRR R
A —EF A L ZEARNGER -

37 Kl CREXAER) - WA (EFEAYIR) - H 2 SRR : (RESCER) -
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Zai &, [OC]*[ts]*a? + Ying ‘& [OC)*[c]Ven= Jing &
[OC]*tsen: A Reinterpretation of Zai and Ying in the
Tenth Zhang of the Laozi

ZHANG Hanmo

Renmin University of China

Although intensively studied, the first sentence of the tenth zhang of the
transmitted Laozi has not been understood well. The characters zai and ying
are especially difficult to explain given the lack of their comparable usage
in similar contexts. Inspired by the phonological examples of combining the
sounds of two characters to form the sound of another in traditional Chinese
literature, this article provides a new interpretation of the combination of the
two characters zai and ying as the slow reading of the character jing, another
example of the aforementioned /eyin phonological phenomenon. Tested
in the Laozi context, the new interpretation not only clarifies the problems
surrounding the first sentence of the ten chapter of the Laozi, it also enables a
better reading of the tenth zhang as well as the Laozi text as a whole.

Keywords: tenth zhang of the Laozi, zai and ying, union of ying and po,
combining the sounds of two characters to form the sound of
another, reconstruction of old Chinese
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