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Excerpting the “Chun-qiu”: Case Studies of the Textual
Parallel and Appropriation Phenomena in Transmitted
and Excavated Texts

TSAI Ying-ying
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

Focusing on the early Chinese historiography, this article takes the
Duoshiwei # {8l , which is believed to be an abridgment of the Chungiu
(Spring and autumn annals) and written by Chu education official Duojiao ##
B, as a starting point. Although the book is no longer existed; in the recent
discussion of the nature of the Qinghua bamboo-slip manuscript Xinian %%
4E and other distinct historical manuscripts, researchers tended to link these
excavated texts to Duoshiwe. Therefore, in the second part, this article
examines how early Chinese scholars quoted and excerpted the Chungiu
based on the Shiji 55T and argued that the historical context of early Chinese
manuscript culture required closer examination and more evidence before
drawing a parallel between excavated texts and a long lost work.

With two case studies in the third and fourth parts, this article compares
anecdotes in the transmitted texts such as the Zuozhuan, Guoyu, and excavated
texts Xinian, Yuegong qishi #%/XHZ5 | In case study 1, the parallel text of the
‘Xigui story’ in Xinian and Zuozhuan, the different rhetoric and discrepancies
in interpretation indicates that it was impracticable to establish a direct
relationship between the two texts. Moreover, in case study 2, through the
comparison of similar discourse in the Guoyu and Yuegong gqishi, this article
describes the “appropriation of phrases,” which reveales the circulation of
‘Wu-Yue story’ and its various adoption in different texts.

Keywords: Zuozhuan, Guoyu, Qinghua Bamboo Slip Xinian, Yuegong qishi,
historical writing
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