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Abstract

Two least-squares mixed finite element schemes are formulated to solve the initial-
boundary value problem of a nonlinear parabolic partial differential equation and the con-
vergence of these schemes are analyzed.
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1. Introduction

A large number of physical phenomena are modeled by partial differential equations or
systems of parabolic type in an evolutionary or elliptic type at steady state. It is frequently
the case that a good approximation of some function of the gradient of the solution to the
differential equation (which may represent, for example, a velocity field or electric field ) is at
least as important as an approximation of the solution itself ( which may represent, respectively,
a pressure or an electric potential). Many mixed element methods compute simultaneously the
solution and the gradient of the solution with the same or higher order of accuracy than the
solution itself. The mixed methods were described and analyzed by many authors. It has been
observed that in many cases mixed finite element methods give better approximations for the
flux variable than classical Galerkin methods. However, a mixed formulation is more difficult to
be handled and, in general, is more expensive from a computational point of view because it loses
positive definite property. Recently, there has been an increasing interest in the applications
of least-squares finite element algorithms to various problems steady or evolutionary. Many
works on least-squares finite element schemes and their applications to various boundary value
problems of elliptic equations or systems have been done and some systematic theories on
ellipticity and error estimates have been also estabished, e.g., see [2], [3], [7]-[12], [15]-[18],
[22] and [23]. In recent years, the least-squares finite element methods have been extended to
time-dependent problems, e.g., see [13], [21] and [25], and several numerical results showed that
least-squares finite element methods are also very effective to evolutionary problems. However,
the theory on convergence of least-squares finite element methods for time-dependent problems
has not been obtained.

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the least-squares mixed finite element methods for
nonlinear parabolic problems written as a first-order system. Let 2 be an open bounded domain
in R?, d = 2,3, with a Lipschitz continuous boundary I'. As a model problem, we consider the
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following initial-boundary value problem of a nonlinear parabolic equation

d
(@) e~ X gnlag(w)gs) =flu), nQ 0<t<T;

d 1.1
(b) u=0, on I'p; > aij(u)%l/i =0, on I'y; 0L<t< T, (1.1)
i,j=1 !
(c) u=ug, in, t=0,

where the coefficients c(v) > ¢, > 0 is a continuous positive functions, A(v) = (a;;(v))axaq is a
uniformly positive definite matrix function and v = (v1,---,v4) " is the unit vector normal to
[n. In general, the coefficients ¢(v), a;;(v) (1 <4,j < d) and f(v) are also dependent upon
(z,t). For convenient sake and without loss of the generality, we assume that these coefficients
only depend upon the unknown function.

The nonlinear parabolic problem (1.1) may be rewritten as a nonlinear first-order system of
form

~—

c(uw) 2 —dive = f(u), inQ, 0<t<T;
c=Au)Vu, inQ, 0<t<T;

u=0, onl'p; o-v=0, only; 0<t<T;
d u=ugy, inQ, t=0,

’ (1.2)

AAAA
~ —

where V is the gradient operator and div is the divergence operator.

The paper is organized in the following way. Two least-squares mixed finite element schemes
and their split parallel forms are formulated in section 2 and the theory on convergence of these
schemes are established in section 3.

2. Least-Squares Mixed Element Schemes for Nonlinear Parabolic
Problem

In this section, we formulate two least-squares mixed element schemes to solve (1.2). We
consider a first-order mixed system equivalent to the nonlinear parabolic first-order system (1.2)

a U _ =0, inQ, 0<t<T;

~

( o

) Z(A(w)o) —Vw =0, inQ, 0<t<T;

(¢  cluyw—dive = f(u), inQ, 0<t<T; (2.1)
(d u=0, onl'p; o-v=0, onTy; 0<t<T;

(e) wu=wp, inQ, t=0,

where A denotes the inverse matrix of A.

We introduce usual Sobolev spaces W*?(Q) (k> 0, 1 < p < oo) defined on  with usual
norms || - [[ywrs (o) as in [1]. Let H*(Q) = W¥*2(Q). We define inner products in L?(2) and
(L2(Q))4 as follows

d
(u,v) = /QU(fv)v(fv)dw, Vuv e L¥(Q), (ow) =) (onw), Vowe (L)%

i=1

and the spaces H = {w € (L?(Q2))%; divw € L}(Q), w-v=00nTy.},S = {ve H}(Q);v =
OonTp.}. Let Ty, and Ty, be two families of finite element partitions of the domain 2, where
h, and h, are mesh parameters, which generally denote the largest of diameters of elements in
partitions Tp_ and T}, respectively. In practical applications, the partitions Tp_ and T}y, are
same. Here, we wish to emphasize their independence in calculation and convergence analysis.
Construct the finite element function spaces Hy,, C H on Tj_ and S,, C S on Tp,. Let
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y(u) = c(u)™! and take a time step size 7 and set t, = n7 and u"(z) = u(z,t,). Define a
three-variate form

A5 (0,0), (0, 0) i
= (v(z)(c(z)w — 7div o), c(z)v — 7div w) + 7(A(z) (0 — A(z)Vw),w — A(z)Vv).

For the bilinear form A(z; -, - ), we have the following results.
Theorem 2.1. For any (w,v) € H x S, there holds an equality

Az (0,0), (0,0) .
= (c(2)v,v) + 7] (A(2)w,w) + (A(z) Vo, Vo) | + 72 (7(2)divw, divw). '

Proof. 1t is clear that

A(z; (w,v), (w,v))
= (c(z)v,v) + 7] (A (z) w) + (A(z) Vo, Vo) |+ 72 (y(2)divw, divw)
=27[ (v,divw) + (w, Vv) ].

Since (v,divw) = —(Vu,w) for each (w,v) € H x S, hence (2.2) holds. The proof of theorem
2.1 is completed.

By using the backward difference technique with first-order accuracy to discretize the non-
linear parabolic first-order system (2.1), we can define a least-squares mixed finite element
scheme.

Scheme I. Give an initial approximation (o), u?) € Hy_ X Sp, . Seek (o7, ul') € Hy_ X Sy,
such that

A(@Z: (O—;LLJ UZ), (wha 'lljh))
= (@) (Gl + £ (@), (Yo — 7div w) 09
+7(A(up ) (op ™ = Alup ) Vup ™), wn — Alag) Vo), '
V (wn,vn) € Hy, X Sp,;
where
a}L = u% + T’y(ug)[ f(ug) + divag I, ap = 2uz_1 — uZ_Q, n>2; (2.4)
forn=1,2, -+ - .

By virtue of theorem 2.1 and Lax-Milgram theorem we have conclusion that the scheme I
has unique solution at each time step for any 7 > 0. Scheme I may be rewritten a split parallel
scheme.

Scheme Ig,. Give an initial approximation (o,u}) € Hy, x Sp,. Seek u}! € S, and
op € Hy_ simultaneously such that

(@)  (c(ap)uy,vn) + 7(A(dy)Vug, Vop)
= (c(ap)uy "t +7f(ap),v ) T(A(up oy = Vup Tt A(ag) Vo),
Y v, € Sp,; (2.5)
(b) (A(ap)op,wn) + T(y(ap)divey, div wy)
= (A(up=")op™" wn) — T(y(@p) f(af), div wp), ¥ wy € Hy,;

forn=1,2 3, -~ - .
Define a new Four-variate form

B(Zl ) 23 (07 UJ), (wa U))
= (v(z1)(c(z1)w — Fdiv 0),c(z1)v — Fdiv w)
+Z(A(22) (0 — A(22) V), w — A(22) V).

Similarly to theorem 2.1, we have the following result.
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Theorem 2.2. For each (w,v) € H x S there holds an equality

B(ZIJZZ; (w ’U) (w,vl) 5 (2 6)
= (c(z1)v,v) + 5[ (A(z2)w,w) + (A(22) Vv, Vo) | + - (v(21)divw, divw). '

By using Crank-Nicolson difference technique with second-order accuracy to discretize the
nonlinear parabolic first-order system (2.1), we can define another least-squares mixed finite
element scheme with second-order accuracy with respect to the time step size 7.

Scheme II. Give an initial approximation (o}, u?) € Hy_ xSy, . Seek (0}, us) € Hy, xSy,
such that

B(ay ks (oh, uh), (wn, vn) S
= (y(a} ) (e( ) + 5divol + 7 (a}). (@} Jon — Feliv wy) 27)
+3(AWf)(o 2— Alup)Vup ), wn — A(uj) Vo),
V (wh,vn) € Hp, X Sp,;
where )
iy, = up +7y(up)[ f(up) +divoy |, ai = S(uf + ). (2.8)

Seek (o, uyp) € Hy, x Sy, such that

n—3 .pn n
B(ay, 27“{1;(0h7uh1)7(whavh)) ) .
= ('y(ﬂz_a)(c(ﬂz_a)uzfl + Zdivey '+ Tf(a, 2)),c(iy )vn — Ldiv wy) (2.9)
+5 (Al ™) (o™ = Alup ™) Vup ™), wp — A(up ™) Vop),
A4 (wh,vh) e H, x Shu;
where
(a) 1127% =3upt —tup? o n > 2.10
~2 1 1 1 1 n_amn-l_on-2, n-3 (2.10)
(b)  ay =uy +71y(up)f(uy) +divey], ap =3uy Bup, " +up ", n>
forn=2,3, --- --- .

It follows from theorem 2.2 and Lax-Milgram theorem that scheme II has unique solution
at each time step. Scheme II can also be rewritten as a split parallel form.

Scheme IIg,. Give an initial approximation (o, u?) € Hy_ x Sp,. Seek o} € Hp, and
uj, € Sy, simultaneously such that

ubon) + 5AGHUL Vo)

c(a? )uy + Zdivop + 7f(af),vn) — Z(A(up)op — Vuy, A(a) ) Vo),

v vn € Sh; (2.11)
oh,wp) + T (v(ﬂé)dlyah, div wp) 1

= (A(up)oh, wp) — T(v(@} ) (3divey + 7f(@})),div wy), YV ws € Hy,;

Seek uy € Sy, and o € Hy,, simultaneously such that

= (c(ﬂz:%)u;f + Zdivoy '+ Tf('LNLZ_%),'Uh)
—F(Ap ot = Vup =t A(up =) Vor); Voo € Say; (2.12)
(b) (A(ﬂ@o”,wh) +7 (7(uh_§)divoh,div wh)
= (Ao wn) — T D F ) div o), Voen € Ha;
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forn=2,3, --- --- .
In next section we will analyze the convergence of scheme I and II.

3. Convergence Analysis

In this section, K denotes a generic constant dependent on T and the some norms of the
solution (u, o) of (1.2) but independent of mesh parameters h,, h, and 7 and § denotes a small
positive constant. Assume that there exist some integers k; > k > 0 and m > 1 such that the
finite element spaces Hy_ and Sj,, satisfy the following approximate properties in [4], [5], [6],
[14], [19] and [20]

(a) inf ||w — wh||(L2(Q))d S Kh§.+1||W||(Hk+1(Q))d;
whE€EHp,,
. . k .
(b) whlenéha |div(w — wn)llL2@) < Khgt|lwll gri+1(0))e; (3.1)
©  inf (o= vl +hallV© = o)l e} < KREFollamea);

for any w € (H*+1(Q))? \H and v € H™(Q) (S, where k; = k + 1 in the cases of Raviart-
Thomas mixed elements in [20] and Nedelec mixed elements in [19] and k; = k£ > 1 in the cases
of C%-elements in [14] and other classical mixed elements in [4], [5] and [6].

Assume that the solution (o, ) of nonlinear first-order system (2.1) is smooth and that the
initial approximation satisfies the estimate

o — uflr2) < Ky uollgrm+r)s oo — onllrz@) < Khi ool (mer @y, (3.2)

where o9 = A(ug)Vug. We will prove that scheme I and scheme II lead to the approximate
solutions with accuracy optimal in H(div; Q) x H!(f2) in the case that the space H_ is any
subspace of H(div; ) and with the accuracy optimal in L%() if the space Hy,_ is any one of
the classical mixed elements with the index k1 = k£ + 1.

Theorem 3.1. Let (o}, u}) be the solution of the scheme I. Assume that the coefficients
c(v) and f(v) of the problem (1.1) have continuous first-order derivatives, a;;(v) (1 <i,j < d)
have continuous first-order and second-order derivatives and that mesh parameters h,, h, and
T satisfy the relation

S ol

Wi = o(hE), T =o(hE). (3.3)

Then there holds the a priori error estimate

o2 0" —oRllaaye + | max u” —ullloxg) < Kihg' +hIT 7 ) (34)

Proof. Introduce an operator Q from H'(Q) to Sj, such that
(Aw)V(Qu —v), Vo) + AM(Qu —v,v,) =0, Yo, €Sy, vES; (3.5)

where A is a positive constant. The operator Q is a standard elliptic projection and satisfies a
standard error estimate, see [14] and [24],

(a)  lu(®) = Qut)llL2(e) + bV (ult) — Qu(t))[l(r2(0))e < Khi™Hu(®) || gm0y (3.6)
®)  Mue(®) = (Qu)e®)llL2 () < KAy [ lu®) (o) + [lue®)l mmeg)]- '

From the approximate property (3.1) we know there exists g, € Hy,, such that

(@) o) = on®llL2(a))e + I(a(t) — on(t))ell(L2(0))
< KREP o) me+r e + lloe@)lareyya | (37)
(0)  |ldiv(o(t) — tht;fllp(m + [|div(e(t) — on(t))tllz2(e) '
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Let " = (Qu)™ —u}, p" = u" — (Qu)*, ©™ = o} —op, €” = 0" — o). We have to estimate
(7™, 6™), which satisfies an error equation
A(ﬁ;{', (i.‘.nyen _ en—l), (71'”,9” _ en—l))
= 7(Ap a7 + r(divan Tt gn — gt

+(’y(gﬁ)(c(uﬁ 1)(/)”_1 ) + T(leE + RY)), c(ap) (6™ — 0"~ 1) — rdiva™)

—r(Aup a1 (Alag) - A(Uh DV(er —om )

—r(A(a)e" - Aup e = 7By - AGHTE" - 07)

+T((A(@") = A@ap)) V" — (A(u™") — Aup ™) Vp" =, V(0" - 6"71))

—7((A(a") - A(U”))VP , V(0" = 0"1) + 7(V(p" = p 1), 7")

+AT(p" — pL, o — o7 1)

(3.8)

where dyu”™ = (u™ —u""1)/7 and

(@) R = c(ag)[ Opu" — u |+ [e(@y) — c(u™)]up + f(u") — f(ap);
(0) Fr= o"(A(u") — A@")/7 + 8o (A@ar) - A(ap)) (3.9)
+on [ Aar) - Afag) — (A(u"t) = Alup ) 1/

Estimate the terms in the error equation (3.8). We make an inductive hypothesis that for
each n > 0 and hy, h,, 7 sufficiently small, there holds an uniform estimate

. _d _d N
lim (167 + min(ha e )l llgz@ye | =0, YO<j<n  (310)
—

uslto,

It is clear that
A(ﬂg;(n”ﬁ”—ﬁn’l),(w”,ﬁn n1)) —
= (c(ap)(6" — om1),0m Z 1) o]
+7(y(@y)diva”, diva")] + F[(A(@
+(A(uh)(A(uh) — A(u?~ 1)71'2_
+(Alup ) (Alay) = Alup ) Alupamt,am )
+((A(ap™") = Afup="))m =t 71,

7] |(Alup ™) (Alap) - ( h 1))«Z(UZ_1)7T"_1:7T”_1)|
A — Kyt )]
<K7‘2{m1n( 2 he?
+HOp" Iz () + |

(3.11)

- o (3.12)
|| 1||(L2 e[ 100" 720 + 100" 21172

)

8 ||L2(Q) ]+ ||7rn71||%L2(Q))d }
I(( ") (c(ag)0p™ — dive™ — RY), c(ap)0,0™)|
< KL [0 oy IR v (3.13)
+o(c(ap) (0" 9” h),0" —6mh).
Tl (A(ug~ 1)7T" L(Aag) — Alup=h) V(™ — 1))
< KTE{ ||7T ||(L2(Q))d +m1n(hu yhy d)” 1” LZ(Q))d( ||6t 1”%2(9) (3.14)

+[|0ep™~ ||L2(Q))}+5T||v(0n o=t )||(L2(Q))d

L I(A@p)e™ — A(up et = rFP, 7 — A(ap)V (0" — 0771)| + [(V(p" — p" 1), 7")]
+H((A@") = A(ap))Vp™ = (A1) — A(up =) Vp"=t, V(6" — 6" 1))
+|((A(a") — A(U”))VP”; V(O =" N+ A" = p 0 =0 ]
< KT2{ THaten_l”Lz + ||=" ||(L2(Q))d + [le™ _1||(L2 Q))d + ||Oe™ ||(L2 (Q))d
+||atpn 1||L2(Q) + ||at/’ ||L2 +7° ||V8tp Iz (L2(Q))4 + 7(IVp"| Lz(Q))d}
+a[ [l — "] L@ +||9” 6"~ 1||Lz(9)-l-T(||V(¢9” 6" 1)||
el 2 g)) + T EP e o ]
(3.15)
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IRYIIZ z(Q)+||F ||2L2(Q))d
< K{||9"7 172 (@), +1100" 720y + 10" 1F 20y + 100" 20 (3.16)
T lu™ — a7z ) + [|0pu™ _ut||L2 )}

Substituting (3.11) - (3.16) into the error equation (3.8) and then summing it from 1 to n,
we get

17" 2 (e + 7 Z 10:67 1172

o (3.17)
< K{r z; 1791122 gy + TOB 1200 + B2 + B 4 72},
=
Applying a known inequality
n — . n -
1071220y < 16°1172(q) + 57’2 1067120y + KTZ 1671120 (3.18)
j=1 j=1
0 (3.17) we have
171720y + 10" 12y + 7 Z 10:07 117 252
) (3.19)
< K{r Z [||7rJ||2L2(Q))d + ||01||L2 + 7110607 (|72 ] + BE* + Rt 42y,
Ji=
By using the discrete Gronwall’s lemma to (3.19), we derive
max |[6"]|12(q) + Jnax 17"l L2())e < K{hk 4 pmtt 4 1) (3.20)

0<n<T/T <n<T/T

We have proved the error estimate (3.20) under the inductive hypothesis (3.10). Now we
check it. We will prove that (3.10) holds under the condition (3.3) by using the mathematical
inductive principle. From the inverse property of the finite element space we see that

_d
lonllLe (@) < Kha?lJvnlle@), Y vn € Sp,- (3.21)

We start from n=1 to check (3.10). From (3.2) and (3.21) we see that

i ,i _4d
||0 ||L°° + mln(h he 2)||7T0||(L2(Q))d < K[ thrl + h§+1 ]hu 2 - 0, as hu — 0.

(3.10) is truth for n=1. Suppose that (3.10) is also truth for each 1 < j < n — 1. Then there
holds an estimate
1671 L20) + 17" | (£2@)ye < KL+ hE 4+ 7. (3.22)

Under the condition (3.3), we know from (3.21) and (3.22) that

||0 ||Loo -l—mln(h 2 h )”’lrnH(Lz (©2))4

(3.23)
< K] hm+1 hk —|—T]hu — 0, as hy,hy, 7 — 0.

This shows that (3.10) is also truth for j = n. This implies that the inductive hypothesis (3.10)
is truth for each 0 < n <T'/7 so that the error estimate (3.20) holds under the condition (3.3).
The proof of theorem 3.1 is completed.

Corollary 3.1. If the index k1 of the mized element space Hy, satisfies ky = k+ 1, such
as Raviart-Thomas elements and Nedelec elements, then there holds the optimal a priori error
estimate

oA o™ — onll(L2(@) + pJuax [u —upllz) < K{RST + A7 + 7} (3.24)
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Now we consider the error estimate of scheme II.

Theorem 3.2. Let (of,u}) be the solution of the scheme II. Assume that the coefficients
c(v) and f(v) of the problem (1.1) have continuous first-order derivatives, a;j(v) (1 <i,j < d)
have continuous first-order and second-order derivatives and that mesh parameters hy, hy and
T satisfy the relation

d
2

Wi = o(hf), 7= o(min(hi,hi %) (m=1), r=o(hl). (3.25)
Also assume that u?l = Qug if m < 2. Then there holds the a priori error estimate

o2 0" = ofllaye +  max " —uhlliae) < K{hg! + A7 40 ) (320)

Proof. Similarly, we only have to estimate 7™ and 6™, which satisfy an error equation

1
?Jop, — Sdivwy,)

(7(&2751(0(11275)(0" — oY) — Zdiv(n™ + 7)), el
[(A(@g)m" — V6", wp — A(af)Von)
ANt = Ve oy — AWl Vop) |

_1 _1 _
= —7(y(iy *)(c(i, *)dpp" — dive" % — RY), e, > Jon — Fdivawy)

[ (A(am)e™ — Vpr — F wy, — A(@?)Voy)

A(up et = Vpr=t — F'wp — A(up ') Vo) ],

+
k!

—~

(3.27)

-

|
MRl

—~

for each (wp,vn) € Hy, X Sy, where

o

(@) By = ey )0 —uf >+ el *) — clwn™H)Juy~? + fun¥) - (%)
( -1

(0) = (A@w") - A@p)o", Fp = (A@w"t) = Aup™"))om

D=

(3.28)
and £77 % = (e" 4 ") /2.
Taking w, = 7™ and vy, = 0 in (3.27), we obtain an equality that

Alagyrm, 7m) — (A= )am L, 7m) + 5y (i) #)divir® + 7), dive™)
= 7(y(@y, " ?)(c(ay *)dp" — dive" t — Rp),diva") (3.29)
—(A(ap)e™ — A(u}="ent = Vp" + Vp~l — Ep + FP,7%).

~—~~

S
-

Estimate the terms in the error equation (3.29). We introduce an inductive hypothesis that
for any 0 < j < n there holds an uniform estimate

im (107113 gy + TIVE NP e )

Py B, 7—0 (3.30)

+min(hy @, by ) (17912 gy + TIAIVA |32 0))] = 0.

u o

Firstly, we have

1 —A(Uz_l) W"fl,ﬁnil)] (331)
[(A(ap)x, 7m) — (A(ap~")x"=t, 7t

+aol| Ay )m" — A(ﬂzil)”n%”az(g )d] - KT{HatPnil”%Z(Q) + ||at/’n72||%2(9)

H0ep" P72 () + 1+ fnin(hida hey DT I 2 gy alllT™ I 2 0yya }

518" 2y + 108" ) + 180"
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Then

F(v(@, Hdiv(r" + 771, diva®)
1
> 7(y(@, ?)diva™ 3, divi™ 3)

F[(y(@r "7 )diva”, dive®) — (y(@!  )dive L, dive L) (3.32)
—K7*{[1 + min(h,?, h,*)||diva"~ 1||L2(Q)]||d1v7r 1720
100" iy + 100" iy + 105" [y + 100" P2y
[(Aig)e" = A(uf et = Vol + Vp" ! — By 4 By, 1)
< Kr{llm mm)dfne g + 18 ey + I .
+||pm? ||‘L2(Q) + [|0ep™ ||L2 + ||5n|| L2(Q))d + ||5n 1“2[,2(9)) ’
+||6t5n|| LZ(Q))d} +07[ ||6t9n 1” + [|0:0™ ||L2(Q)]

Ty (@ ) (@) ?)dyp — diven=t — Rp), divr™)
< 2] (v(ap ) (e(@y )" — divent — Rp), diva™)
(v(aZ‘%><c<aZ‘§>5tp" L divenf By, diven )
FRT{67 200y + 16722 + 107 B (3.34)
0" 0 + lldiver- z||L2(Q) 1RSI
+r] 136 1||L2 + 136 2||L2(Q)+||dwate" z||L2
18RS |2 ) + 62 2@ 1} + orlldivan# |12,

Substituting (3.31) - (3.34) into (3.29) and then summing it from 1 to n, we get an estimate

||7Tn||%£2(9))d + T||div7r”||%2(9)

+ 2 L@ = Al w7 s )ya + iV 2 g, ]
J=
< K{r ZO[ 1071122y + 11771722y + TCNAIVAI 2y + 101671 72(q)) ]
P
R R ) 467 3 (1007
j=1

(3.35)

On the other hand, taking vy, = 0™ — 0" ! and w;, = 0 in (3.27), we obtain another equality
that

T(e(@)”2)30", 80") + T (A@p)Va6n, Ve
:T(diVﬂ'”_i 90™) — Z((A(ap) — (”—1))v9n—1,vaten)
—7(c(iy 2)dp™ — dive *% R2,8,0™) + Z-(B,e™, V5;6™) i (3.36)
— 5[ (A@ap) F3 — A(up ") F, V90") + ((A(u”)—A(a”))Vpﬁ,VatH”)]
=3[ (Alw™) = A@p))Vp" = (Au™") - Alup=")Vp =1,V 9,0) |
AT (P73, B,6M).

Estimate the terms on the right-hand side of (3.36).

divan=t 9n —gnt)

—nf— 911 enfl) é(ﬂn_ n717v(9n 91171))
Y@, *)divin 7, diva" 21)—|—34T(c(7jz 2)9,0m, 8t0”) (3.37)
(A(ag)m™ = Afup=")an=t), A(ag)e" — A(up~)am=t)
)(A(uh)VatH” V@ﬂ”) _
HE T 2 )y + 100 120y + 100" 1720}

—

<

~—~~

(di
3
+
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A@) - Awp=)ven L vaem| )
< Kr2{{[V0 Y1, ) al 18667 |y + 10672 Bagy + 100" M Eny (3.38)
10" ey 1+ VO™ [z )} + 072 V07 22

rl(e(@, *)d,p" - dive® = R, 00" + S0, VO™
< Kr{]|0ep" 1720 +||d1v?”” 2||L2(Q)+||R”||Lz )+ 710 1720y ) (3-39)
+672(|[V ;0" ||(L2

II(A(uh)Fz «4( W Ey ;V% ")
< K007 ) + 108" o) + 100" 20 (3.40)
+||8tp ZHL?(Q) +7° llo™ || Lz(Q))d}+5T ||vat‘9 || (L2(Q))d-

SL (A — A@)V", VBN + 20" 3,80
+|((A(u") = A(ay)) V" —(A(U”_l)—A(Uﬁ_l))VP”_1,V5t9”)|]

< KL 100" s + 106" o) 1+ 711 o (3.41)
o gy + 107 B gy + 100"~ g ]

"‘TGHVP ||ZL2 d}"“ST[ ||at9n||L2 + 7|V O 0" ||(L2(Q))d ].

Substituting (3.37) - (3.41) into (3.36) and then summing it from 1 to n, it is seen that

M

T E 10667172y + 7° Z IV 867|122
< K{jgl[HA(uh)?T - A(U% Vi 1||(L2(Q))d + T||divﬁj*%||i2(9) (3.42)
T2( ||5t0j||%2(§2) + ||vej||%L2(Q))d)] + h?rkl + h/i(m+1) —+ 7'4}_
It follows from (3.35) and (3.42) that

17716y + TV

o [ +T||vatw||@2 o+ v 2. ]
=, , o , (3.43)
< K{TJE[ ||9]|| L2(Q) + ||7Tj||%L2(Q))d +7( ||6t9]||22(9) + ||ve]||%L2(Q))d
Hldivad[220)) ]+ B2+ B 4 ),

An application of the known inequality that

V2 e < TIVE I panys + 72 S IVE0 P yaanye + K723 1989 yaganye (3:44)
Jj=0 j=0

and (3.18) to (3.43) lead to an estimate
n = .
||9n||iz(9) + ||7Tn||?L2(Q))d + T(“ven”%LZ(Q))d + ||diV7Tn||i2(Q)) +7 2 ||at93||%2(9)
11190 (12 2 (3.45)
< K{r 2109 ) + [y + 7100 ) + V01 :
]:

Hldivad |z ) 1+ gk + R 4t

Applying the discrete Gronwall’s lemma to (3.45) we obtain an error estimate

167122 ) + e z(@pe + TUIVO raqps + VA" o) + 7 2 N0 Mieay g e

< K{h2k 4 nyY 471y,
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(3.46) implies (3.26). It is not difficult to check the inductive hypothesis (3.30) under the
condition (3.25). The proof of theorem 3.2 is completed.

Corollary 3.2. If the index k1 of the mized element space Hy,, satisfies k1 = k + 1, such
as Raviart-Thomas elements and Nedelec elements, then there holds the optimal a priori error

estimate
o hax llo™ — oxll(L2(e))e + oA [u —upllz) < K{RST +hpt 472 ). (347)
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