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AN ANSWER TO THE CONJECTURE
OF 1. BABUSKA AND T. JANIK*Y

Cheng Xiao-Liang
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Abstract

In this paper, we verify the conjecture in the recent paper of I. Babudka and T.
Janik!!,

§1. Introduction

The p-versim: of the finite element method is a new method in which one fixes the
mesh, possibly consisting of just one element, and increases the degree p of the plecewise
polynomials in order to obtain the convergence of the approximate solution to the exact
solution. There has been great progress and development on this subject since the first
theoretical results were published in 1981i2l; gee |3, 4] for some recent results. Recently, 1.
Babugka and T. Janikl! discussed the p-version of the finite element method for the initial
value problem of an ordinary differential equation containing a parameter, which is the first
step to study the parabolic equation. The error estimates are uniform with respect to the
parameter but they are not optimal. In this paper, the error estimates are obtained for the
various parameters, which can verify the conjecture in [1].

Let I = (—~1,1),1 =[-1,1], X = Lz(I) be the usual space furnished with the norm
1/2
lullz = /ugdm
lulle = ( ] wdz)

C = {ve c=(I); v(1) =0}

where C°°(I) is the usual space of functions with all continuous derivatives on I. For any

Let

A>0QvE CDJ’, we define
| ol =1l —9/2 + A,

where we denote v = duv/dt. Let Y, be the completion of E’ with respect to the norm || - ||y, .
On X X ¥,,u€ X,veY,, we define the bilinear form

B )= '/;u(—if/,\ + Av)dt. (1.1)
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Further, let f € ¥/ be a linear function on Y,. Consider the following problem (P,):
Find uy € X such that

BA(UD, U] — f(’U), VuveE YA. (12)

It has a umque solution.
Let g > 1 be an integer,

S,-1 = {u € X;u is a polynomial of degree ¢ — 1},
g'q = {v € Yy;v is a polynomial of degree g}

Define the p-version of the finite element method for the problem (Py): Given f € Y
and g > 1 an integer, find u, € S,_, such that

Bl o o P, Vool (1.3)

Theorem 1.1l1), There is a unique u, satisfying (1.3). If up € X 1s the exact solution
of the problem (Py), then

luo — uglle < (1+2¢*%) inf |luo — wlle.
tﬂESq 1

»

Define

Roa(w) = llu = uglle/ _ inf Jlu—wliz. (1.4)
u; g—1

Let p(z) < 00,1 < z < o0, be a nondecreasing function. The set v(p) will be called the set
of p-perfect solutions if the set v(p) C X such that

sup sup R,.x(u)p™ ' {g) < +oo. (1.5)
uEr(v) 7.4

An especially important case is v(p) for ¢ = 1. In this case, the error estimates of the

approximate problem (1.3) to (1.2) are optimal.
In [1], I. Babugka and T. Janik proposed a conjecture based on numerical experiments.

Conjecture A. Let uy = e—27{t+1}  Then ug € v(p) with o(z) = 1 or p(z) = log(z).
In this paper, we will prove theoretically that B, x(uo) € 2.0 for any A and any integer
g > 1. That is, ug(t) € v{p) with p(z) = 1.

2. The Answer to the Conjecture

If ug is the exact solution of equation (1.2) and

g—1

uo(t) = > BePelt), w1 () = D BuBilt) (2.1)
k=0 k=0

where Pi(t) (k =0, 1,2, ) are the normalized Legendre polynomials of degree k, then from
(1.2), (1.3), we get

Biug — ué,q—l],u) = Bj(up — u,{f_”,u), YVve g'q. [2:2)



